Are We There Yet?

‘Don’t’ make me come back there...I”

You’ve heard those words
You’ve probab ly spoken them

I have said these words

riding along in the Chrys Ber Town and
Country

Dad his cigarette hanging From the corner
oF his mouth

“1°0 8 pull ¥ this damn car over right now!
Is that what you want?> We ll ¥ 72

I asked you a question! Answer mer.

Are we there yer?>

This was our mantra over and over

a cadence embossed iNn the sticky
viny B suicide Jjumper seats

my brother and 1

Jamming our Fingers

through the weather stripping
permanentl y damaging the car

Bikke mil Bions oF other chi Bdren who’d
Torce their Fingers through the back window
hanging Iimp ly as 1T dad had

roll B ed the windows up on our Fingers
purpose ly to keep us in Bine

Are we there yet?>

back to Front to dad’s “don’t

make me come back thererl’ or

“J can turn this car around right now!”
or ...

To my own Kids” hour By chime in

“4°m hungry”



This is there mantra

“1°m hungry

There’s nothing to eat’

Even though here inNn the B and oF p I enty
here there is always p Benty oF food

“No you’re not!” 1 yell B “You have no idea
what hunger is

Hunger to you is the Fact that you have not
eaten

a bag ofF chips or a choco l ate bar

iNn the Bast 15 minutes

you haven’t had your dai 1y dose

oF Snickers and Red Bull 1

That 1is not hunger -- hungry iIs not having
eaten

for the B ast 15 days

hungry i1s not being ab e to hold down a
piece oF bread

because Tood has become a Toreign entity
to your weakened stomach

hungry i1s where your own stomach acids
begin digesting the Bining

when you canniba li=ze yourse I ¥ From the
INside

where ¥ood has actua i By become

a poison our body must reject

Nno choose to...

hungry is not knowing where or when or how
or

IT ever youwil B eat again

hunger is not a stomach grow 1 ing From the
emptiness

it is the pain oF extension the pressure
ofF distension

where the emptiness has been il I ed
with...

Are we there yer?>



At the end oF the 19" century

food, hunger, sustenance was the ta l k
off &al 0 oF the sciences

how by the end ofF the 20" century hunger
wou B d be eradicated

Toodstuffs pllentifull and cheap and
Nnutritious

at one time Ke l 1ogg’s refused to add
sugar

to any oF their products

For sustenance shou ld be hea ll thy

good For you

the 20" century has come and gone

We are the 1 and oF p lenty

so pllentitull that we are actua l ly
eating ourse l ves

to death

we burn our excess Toodstuffs

B et the Fruit rot on the vine

IiN the orchards

we create sportout oF Kil Bing
animalls - not to eat - but to p 1 ay
with our ¥ood

we bury it drown it destroy it

to protect the economy

to protect our profits

all B the whi e we stufTF the equiva Blent ofF
sawdust

animal by-products covered with syrupy
sauces

iNnto our bell Bies

we are the on By country in the wor Bd
who Forcib By and de B iberate l y starve
ourse 1l ves

Ffrom our exxcess

we surgica il 1y modiFfy our bodies

we take pil 1 s mi i kshakes powders
chemica ll s



we pulke out our ex<xcess

we have recreated the aristocracy
arrogance oF Ruben’s world

how beautifull is that?

Once when i1t was Fashionab il e
or i1t got your picture on the cover
these musicians got together

to teach the wor B d about hunger
“#Feed the wor #d’ they sang

the wor Bd is still B hungry

“fFeed the wor ¥ o’
they profited by

hundreds oF years I ater

we are unhea ll thier than when we were
ignorant Farmers in the 1 and oF p Benty
How Far do we hawve to go™?

How many oFus wil i we Kil 17

Teed the wor ¥ d

Aren’t we there yet?
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